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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 
IN THE OFFICE 

THE GUARDIANS 

Old men nodding over great books, 

Always writing with gold pens, 

Every morning 

Adding figures, 

Turning pages; 

Every morning 

A little grayer, 

A little mustier, 

A little older. 

Old men! — do you keep Age 
Hidden between your desks ? 
Will she catch me 
If I come down to ask you 
For the October statement? 

AILEEN 

She goes through the order of the day 

Like a nun. 

The rattle of her typewriter 

Is the rustle of a rosary; 

And she speaks in the telephone 

With the retreated delicacy 

Of one who murmurs before an altar. 

Gwendolen Haste 

[260] 



